UPDATE:

Day Center for Roma Children

Dupnitza,  Bulgaria
                                  December 2007-January 2008


General Program:
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The Day Center continued to operate all existing program activities for our target children throughout December ’07 and January ’08.  Approximately 12 Roma children aged 7-11 from the “Gizdova” neighborhood regularly attended daily classes in Bulgarian Language, while an average of 16 Roma children from both the “Gizdova” and “Tsenevi” neighborhoods, ages 10-16, attended our Saturday classes in Computer Literacy, Health and Hygiene, and Cooking, and benefited from individual sessions with our in-house psychologist.  Our Director, Emilia Mihaelova, proved her flexibility, resourcefulness and dedication to the project as she maintained the integrity of all programming even as several unexpected personnel changes surfaced.  
Health and Hygiene / Healthy Eating Course:
Each Saturday, our group of Cooking class students prepared the meal enjoyed by all children at lunchtime.  After the meal, Health and Hygiene were discussed, with all children taking part.  The topics covered during December and January included Oral Hygiene, the Food Pyramid, and Hepatitis.
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Computer Literacy: 
Our Computer kids have been continuing to work on their computer literacy skills – they’ve moved on to learning about what the internet has to offer besides online computer games, and get practice in reading Bulgarian language as they learn how to “surf” the internet for topics of interest to them. 

Bulgarian Language Program: 
Our class in Bulgarian language has undergone some changes in the past two months, as we had to say farewell to our wonderful teacher Daniela, who could not continue for personal reasons.  Calling on her resources in the community, Emilia Mihaelova held a meeting with the Day Center Parents’ Club, Day Center personnel, and participants in a local initiative supported by the Roma Education Fund (REF) for training teachers in how to work with children of Roma descent.  Emilia and the local affiliates of the REF initiative formed a partnership agreement, through which REF guaranteed to provide a Bulgarian language teacher for daily classes in the Day Center, as well as to cover the teacher’s salary.  This adjustment turned out to be a blessing in disguise, as we now have the pleasure of welcoming Loza Vancheva, a local associate professor, who will be teaching our children in Bulgarian language and gaining experience herself in methods on how to work effectively with Roma children in the classroom. 

Day Center Personnel: 
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The changes made in the Bulgarian language program proved to be beneficial also in that it gave us the flexibility to deal with other unexpected personnel changes during January 2008.  Until December 31, the local municipality and office of unemployment had provided the Day Center with four full-time staff members.  Unfortunately and quite unexpectedly, after that date, the municipality did not renew the contracts for these staff members.  This left us without the necessary human resources for the Center’s daily upkeep, supervision of the children, and gathering and escorting the children from their neighborhoods to the Center.  In response, we formed two new staff positions – the Gizdova Neighborhood Supervisor, and the Tsenevi Neighborhood Supervisor, who will be compensated through the project’s donated funds, without making a difference in the project or donor financial balances.  Thus, in the end, all programming will continue, and no one is too worse for the wear!
Special Event:
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Holiday Celebration 2007: 
On December 22, 2007, we held our annual Holiday celebration with our children in the Day Center.  A great time was enjoyed by all, thanks to the generosity of our Rotary Club of Mandarin sponsors, a large donation of clothing from a group of charitable colleagues in California, and funds offered by several individual OSI sponsors from the U.S. and Kuwait.  A Special Thank-you for your kindness and generosity!!!  The party was attended by more than 50 children and parents, and was complete with games, prizes, snacks, and a visit from Santa Claus.  Each child was given a gift of clothing (mostly warm winter coats and other necessary items) and had the opportunity to receive the gift directly from Santa, and to sing a song or recite a poem.  Remarkably, about half of our children were prepared with a song or poem, and we all had a lot of fun listening to them and exchanging heartfelt wishes for the holiday season. 
As always… 
-  Our full collection of photos can be found at www.shutterfly.com.  Just log in with:
ID (email):  Lindsay@orphansponsorship.org
Password:  dupnitza

-  If you have any questions, please feel free to contact Lindsay at

Lindsay@orphansponsorship.org
Thank you Rotary Club of Mandarin and Connie Carlberg for making this possible!
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Busy in the kitchen
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Partnership  Meeting, December 2007,


Dupnitza Day Center
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Ani, our Computer teacher, with part of the group
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What a GREAT Christmas party!








